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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claimsj 

1. (currently amended): 
A method, comprising: 

receiving from a first requester a request to write a a eu md indicator that compriD c y i-an 
identifier of the first requester to a first indicatOF- s ct-by- write reca st that indicates if a 
component is «WUhl^ :wflil a ble_ the request comprising the identifier of the first 
requester; 

determining, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, whether 
the component is available; and 

replacing, if the component is available, contents of the fifSt4fidkato^set-by-writQ 
register indicating that the component s har ed resourc e-is available, with the identifier of 
the first requester to reduce s e cond indicator r e ducing access to the compon e nt, 
component and t o permit access to the component by the first requester. 

2-6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 1, wherein detomining, in response receiving the write request from the 
first requester, whether the component is available comprises determining a presence of th e 
■fir* inHimta ^an absence of an identifier of a requester other than the first requester in the 
gct-bv-writc register. 

8. (previously presented): 

The method of claim 1, wherein dcterrnining, in response to receiving the write request from 
the first requester, whether the component is available comprises determining based on an 
external indicator that die component is available. 

9. (original): 

The method of claim 8, wherein the external indicator comprises a flag. 

10. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 1, further comprising rooeiving r by execution of a writ e request by a 
fiP^wA-r^ceivin ff from the first r equester upon completion of access to the component by the 
geeend ^fi rst r equester, a value indicating that the shared resource is available t h ird indicator 
increasing access to tho - compon e nl -to replace the contents of the sct-bv-write register, seeoad 

in Hi f^*ii'i"vt 5 - 
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J1 . - 14. (cancelled) 

15. (currently amended): 
A method, comprising: 

receiving from a first requester a request to write ab ou nd in d icator that compri 'ips-an 
identifier of the first requester to a rw inrii^t^ set-b y-write register that indicates if a 
component is nvmlirtilai available the request compr ising the identifier of the first 
requester; 

determining, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, whether 
the component is available; 

prohibiting accesses to the component by one or more additional requesters; 
replacing, because the component is available, contents of the first indicator set-by-write 
register i ndicating that the component is available, with the identifier of the first requester 
to reduce s econd indicator rodacing access to the component; and 
allowing the first requester to indicate that the component is available. 

16. - 2L (cancelled) 

22. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 15, wherein determining, in response to receiving the write request 
from the first requester, whether the component is available comprises determining e 
prese nce of the first indicator indicating that a component io available^ absence of an 
ide ntifier of a requester other than the first requ ester in the sct-hv-writc register. 

23. (previously presented): 

The method of claim 15, wherein determining, in response to receiving the write request 
from the first requester, whether the component is available comprises determining based on 
an external indicator that the component is available. 

24. (original): 

The method of claim 23, wherein the external indicator comprises a flag. 

25. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

receiving from a-seeend -the first requester a request to write a value indicating that the 
shared resource is availahle L third indicator incr e asing - occess to - the componen t 

determining, because of receiving the value indica ting that the shared resource is 
available, third indicateMhat access to the component has been increased; and 

replacing the contents of the sct-bv-write register second indicator - w ith the third indicator 
^mnr.ing nf^ngfl tn tho compon e nt, value indicating that the sh a red resource is available. 
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26. (cancelled) 

27. (currently amended): 

A method of obtaining access to a shared resource, comprising: 

receiving a request to write a second value that comprises an identi fier of a requester to a 
register, the request comprising the identifier of th e first requester; register; and 

changing a first value to the second value in response to the request to write to the 
register if the register detects that the first value indicates that the shared resource is 
available; and 

limiting access to the shared resource. 
28-30. (cancelled) 

31. (original): 

The method of claim 30, further comprising reading the register to determine that the register 
contains the identifier* 

32. (previously presented): 

The method of claim 27, wherein the shared resource comprises a peripheral device in a 
computer system and the peripheral device contains the register, 

33. (original): 

The method of claim 27, further comprising: 

receiving from the register the first value indicating that the shared resource is available; 
accessing the shared resource; and 

changing upon completion of access to the shared resource, the second value to a third 
value increasing access to the shared resource. 

34. (original): 

The method of claim 33, wherein changing the second value to the third value comprises 
writing the third value to the register. 

35. (original): 

The method of claim 34, wherein the first value, the second value and the third value 
comprise variabJes. 

36. (original): 

The method of claim 35, wherein the first value and the third value comprise a same variable. 

37. (currently amended): 
A method, comprising: 
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executing by a process a request from a requester to write an identifier of th e requester, 
the request comprising the identifier of the requester; 

determining by a register, in response to the request, whether a first indicator allowing 
access to a shared resource is present in the register; 

changing by the register if the first indicator is present, the first indicator to a second 
indicator comprising the identifier of the requester and reducing access the shared 
resource; 

sending by the register the first indicator to the process; 
determining by the process receipt of the first indicator; 
using by the process the shared resource; and 

replacing by the process the second indicator with a third indicator increasing access to 
the shared resource. 

38-43. (cancelled) 

44. (original): 

The method of cJaim 43, wherein repJacing the second indicator with the third indicator 
comprises writing the third indicator to the register. 

45. (original): 

The method of claim 44, wherein the first indicator and the third indicator comprise the same 
indicator, 

46. (currently amended): 

An article of manufacture comprising a machine-accessible medium including thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause a machine to: 

receive from a first requester a request to write a second indicator fchataompris e s -an 
identifier of the first requester to a flrnt indicator set-bv-write register that indicates if a 
component is availabl e : available, the request c o mprising the identifier of the first 
requester: 

determine, in response to the write request received from the first requester, whether a 
component is available; and 

replace, if the component is available, contents of the firr.r indicator set-bv-write register 
indicating that the component shor e d r e soure e-is available, with the identifier of the first 
requester to reduce second indicator reduomg-access to the compon ettt ^pprnponent and t o 
permit access to the component by the first requester. 
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47-51. (cancelled) 

52. (currently amended): 

The article of claim 46, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to the write request received from the first requester, whether the 
component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
machine to determine, in response to the request to write th e socond indicato ry the first 

requester, a pregea F4he firH- inrlir>ntm- an absence of an identifier of a requester other 

than the first requester i n the set-bv-write register, 

53. (previously presented): 

The article of claim 46, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to the write request received from the first requester, whether the 
component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
machine to determine, in response to the request to write the second indicator by the first 
requester, that the component is available based on an external indicator. 

54. (previously presented): 

The article of claim 53, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to the write request received from the finst requester, based on an 
external indicator that the component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, 
when executed, cause the machine to determine, in response lo receiving the write request 
from the first requester, that the component is available based on a flag. 

55* (currently amended): 

The article of claim 46, further comprising sequences of instructions that, when executed, 
cause the machine to receive, by execution of an op o ration by a second receiving from the 
first r equester upon completion of access to the component by the seeoad rfirst r equester, a 
value indicating that the shared resource is available j hird indicator increasing acc e ss to th e 
component to replace the contents of the set-bv-write register, fl ocond indioator, 

56.-59. (cancelled) 

60. (currently amended): 

An article of manufacture comprising a machine-accessible medium including thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause a machine to: 

receive from a first requester a request to write a second indicator that compris es-an 
identifier of the first requester to a fi ™t indicator set-bv-write register t hat indicates if a 
component is avnilnbl e i - available, the request c omprising the identifier of the first 
requester: 

determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, whether the 
component is available; 

prohibit accesses by one or more additional requesters; 
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replace, because the component is available, contents of t he firot jp Jicator set-by-write 
register i ndicating that the component is available, with the identifier of the first requester 
to recluce _ 9 ccond indicator rcducmg -access to the component; and 
allow the first requester to indicate that the component is available. 

61-66. (cancelled) 

67. (currently amended): 

The article of claim 60, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, whether the 
component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
machine to determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, a 
preseEtee e£#te fimt in rlirnro r ^ in absence of an identifier of a requester other than the first 
requester in the &et-bv-write register. 

68. (previously presented): 

The article of claim 60, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, whether the 
component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
machine to determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, that 
the component is available based on an external indicator. 

69. (previously presented): 

The article of claim 68, wherein the sequences of instructions that cause the machine to 
determine, in response to receiving the write request from the first requester, based on an 
external indicator that the component is available comprise sequences of instructions that, 
when executed, cause the machine to determine, in response to receiving the write request 
from the first requester, that the component is available based on a flag. 

70. (currently amended): 

The article of claim 60, further comprising sequences of instructions that, when executed, 
cause a machine to: 

receive from a ccoond the first .r equester a value indicating that t he shared resource js 
available: t hird indicator increasing access - to the componen t; 

determine, because of receiving the value indicating that the shar ed resource is available, 
ti w - d indicotor r that access to the component has been increased; and 

replace the contents of the set-bv-write register second indio ater-with the value indicating 
that the shared resource is available, t hird indicator incr ea sing access to the compon e n t 
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71. (cancelled) 

72. (currently amended): 
An apparatus comprising: 

a resource; 

a storage area in the resource; 

a first value in the storage area, which the storage area changes to a second value Ihat 
comprises an identifier of a requester in response to a request from a-therequester to 
write gfl-the identifier of the requester that is included in the request to the storage area; 
and 

the second value in the storage area. 

73. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the resource comprises a peripheral device in a computer 
system. 

74. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the storage area comprises a register. 
75-76. (cancelled) 

77. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the first value indicates that the resource is available. 

78. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the second value reduces access to the resource. 

79. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the storage area is linked to other storage areas 
containing the first value. 

80. (original): 

The apparatus of claim 79> wherein the other storage areas change the first value to the 
second value when the storage area changes the first value to the second value. 
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